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Commodore’s bit

As I write this friends, I am recovering from the first days sailing on April 2nd. Muscles neglected during the off-season, are protesting at the sudden demand of a competitive race. I’ve no one but myself to blame for the discomfort, anyway, it was worth it. The weather was fair, the wind - frisky! New members and old were present and correct. An excellent start to the season. I shall sooth my burning limbs with beer and go back for more tomorrow. Normal service is resumed.

To business. Thanks to everyone who helped lay the new floor. Not only was it a job done well, but it was well worth doing. The clubhouse looks splendid. Particular thanks to Roger, Dad and Dave for everything they have done. We have another maintenance project this year. Being encased in thick ice for December and some of January has done the walkway no good at all. Your committee are planning to make repairs at some point soon. In the meantime, please watch your step when on the walkway.

Most of you know, Charlie Robinson broke his hip a few weeks ago. I’m very pleased to say he’s made a quick recovery and was at the club today. He's getting around with sticks, but he can already walk unaided which is pretty impressive.

We have already had 3 new membership enquiries this year that I am aware of (I refer you to the date of writing above). This is very encouraging. I believe the club is thriving, but we mustn't be complacent. We need to keep giving new members sufficient attention to get them trained in the early stages and as they improve give them the confidence to take the first steps sailing solo; in the right boat and in the right conditions. I think this is something we do very well as a club, but I welcome constructive criticism for anyone who has it. I'm assuming as Commodore I will have less time to spend on training people myself this year, so I've asked Peter Wilson, Oliver Plunkett and Toby Burhouse to act as the “primary” training team this year, but please do help them out.

We're also going to organise some “Trainer Training”. This will be aimed at improver level sailors upwards who would like to know how best to train novices. The date is yet to be confirmed, but notification will be made by e-mail. Please take advantage of it, it's so important for all of us to be able to effectively pass on our skills to new sailors, and its a good thing to do as a confidence boost!

A quick note to the new members. Come and practice. It doesn't seem easy to start with, but give yourself time, a summer of reasonably regular sailing and you will be there! We really do like you to come and practice sailing while racing is going on, and by all means join in with racing too. Bring your friends.

By the time you read this, Huddersfield Sailing Scouts will have moved into their new home at Green Withens. A lot of hard work has gone into making the site ready over the last couple of years and they are to be congratulated on their success. Although we're sad to see them go, we wish them the very best for the future and hope we can continue with our relationship long into the future. They have brought a lot to the club over the last couple of seasons and I'm sure you would all like to join me in thanking them for that.

Now for something completely different!

I thought it would be a good idea to use the newsletter to introduce some of the regular faces around the club for the benefit of the new or less regular members. Most people know Roger Molyneux, but who else could I start with?

Roger was born in Ripon. His parents purchased a ships lifeboat when he was six, and the Molyneux family sailed the River Ure every weekend in summer thereafter. The boat was lost in a flood in 1942, but his love of water began. Roger spent a lot of time watching a boat builder on the river in Ripon and eventually built his own canoe. He went on to build four Graduates in total and even ran boat building classes for a while. He is still the “go-to” man if you’ve dinged your boat. Roger joined the Merchant Navy in 1946 as a Deck Officer, sailing the world in a 10,000 tonne, 400 foot Baltic Trader. Exploits included dodging hurricanes in the Carribean, negotiating the Panama Canal and running aground in fog in the Firth of Forth. It was during his time in the Merchant Navy that Roger really learned to sail small boats, to some extent out of necessity. On one occasion he and some colleagues launched a lifeboat for a recreational sail when their ship was in port, not realising it was full of bullet holes after being strafed by the Luftwaffe a couple of years earlier. Roger immediately became a self taught sailor! Roger and the Molyneux family were regular competitors at Graduate Open meetings in the 70's and entered 12 Grad Nationals often pushing for a top 10 place in a fleets of well over 100 boats. He has been a Heron sailor for a number of years now and yes, he built that himself too! Is he successful in the Heron I hear you ask? Well, if you want a trophy cabinet, I bet he's can lend you some plans! 

Paul O'Connor, Commodore
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Roger Molyneux in his Heron 

Forthcoming Events

	Event
	Description

	Yorkshire and Humberside Youth Sailing Association Series – Huddersfield Leg Saturday 30th April. First race 11.00
	Our biggest and busiest racing event open to high school age youngsters who are members of the association. Ask about membership at the club. No other sailing on the day.

	Mirror Heron Open – Sunday 8th May. First race 11.00
	Competitive but friendly racing in Mirrors and Heron dinghies. A good “first time” open event. No other sailing on the day.

	Richard Barker Sail Training Trust (RBSTT) fund-raiser. Saturday 11th June. Normal Racing Hours
	Fund-raising Event for RBSTT. Charity giving support to youngsters learning to sail. Small charge for sailing. Raffle.

	Swallows and Amazons - Saturday afternoons 11th June to 16th July starting 13.15 for 14.00 on the water
	Junior training and fun on the water. Run by members, supervised by parents. Aimed at novices to improvers wishing to start racing.

	Sailing Clinic – Sunday 26th June. Start time to be confirmed.
	Novice and improver training aimed at adults, but open to children. May have support from regional RYA.

	Coniston at Shell Island. 1st to 3rd July. Let Duncan know if you want to go. 
	Sea event weather permitting, lagoon event if not. Camping, BBQ, socialising. Watch for tide times nearer the time. Access road floods for a couple of hours at high tide.

	Enterprise Open and Tuesday Regatta. Sunday 17th July. First race 11.00
	Climax of Two's Tuesday series and also our first Enterprise Open. Aimed at all club racers. Small entry charge.  No other sailing on that day.


Berths & Dinghy Park

Over the last few years members will I am sure have realized that the grass around the clubhouse and in the dinghy park is cut by a handful of people. Richard is the one who willingly does the majority of the work and we are very fortunate and very grateful that he is happy to do it on our behalf. However he can only do the bits he can reach with the mower. Berths are the responsibility of members so please cut the grass on and around your berth throughout the season. Members should also maintain the sleeper and chains by clearing overgrown grass etc. A spade, spare chain and tools are available should anything need repairing. Please ask a committee member for advice if you are unsure what to do.

Sailing Returns to Boshaw.

The April Fool series and the Spring Splash have been greeted with glorious weather but some unusually testing winds. Wednesday series also got underway with light shifty winds. This has made for competitive racing. . New boats have been making appearances at Boshaw, and there has been significant interest in new membership. It was also great to see several young sailors out on the water. 

YHYSA is rapidly approaching on the 30th April, Quickly followed by the Mirror/Heron Open on the 8th May. Please come and support both these events. 

Rent Review and Reservoir Safety Reminder

The Trustees of the club have just renegotiated the lease with our landlords Yorkshire Water for the use of the water at Boshaw. We were unable to convince them that they should freeze our rent for the next five years, but managed to reach a compromise of half the original proposed increase. 

YW also carried out an audit of our activities for the first time, which will now take place every three years. Not surprisingly many of the questions had an environmental theme, such as the use of powered safety boats, chemicals, and drains etc. There is one specific condition of the lease which members must be aware of and adhere to. On a hot sunny day it can be very tempting for younger members to sail out into the middle of Boshaw and swim around. 

The lease is very clear that this activity is NOT allowed. The reason being, that it can be dangerous, as the water temperature rarely rises above 12°C which can result in hypothermia. It is also possible that someone in the water swimming away from a boat may be hit by a boat competing in a race. It is difficult enough for the race officer to keep an eye on the racing without the added distraction of a number of people swimming about. It could also encourage others who are not members of the club to come and use the reservoir to cool off, even though there are signs clearly stating that bathing is prohibited. 

Andrew O Connor

Communications

The club has two web sites. A public one at www.huddersfieldsailing.org.uk 

and a Boshaw Yahoo group site at  http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/Boshaw/

The public site has all the information about the club including the race schedule and membership form. The Boshaw yahoo group is for the club members only. It is where we can post messages to club membership, upload sailing pictures, and download minutes of meetings and race results. It also send reminders about rave and club events to your email address. Everyone who has provided an email address on their membership form will receive an invitation to join the Boshaw Yahoo Group unless they already signed up. If you receive an email invitation to join the Boshaw group, click join this group!. You need a Yahoo account to join the group. If you don’t have a Yahoo account, you can create one by clicking sign up at the top of the page. Once you have a Yahoo account, just follow the on screen instructions. 

Oliver Plunkett

HSC Social Events 2011

Our next major event will be the prize giving on the 9 April by the time you read this the event will have happened. This is usually a well supported and enjoyable evening I hope you will have attended. The next event will be the Sail training trust fundraiser when we will organise a BBQ. Ticket prices will follow, please give it your full support. Food will be included but bring your own drinks. 

Coniston weekend this year has been cancelled so we are going to Shell Island in Wales. Those who went there last year had a really enjoyable time. I am hoping for a really good turn out this time due to the cancellation of Coniston. Shell Island is well suited for all sailing experience, from children to experienced adults.   The dates are 1-3 July please let me know if you are interested. You can also find information on the internet. 

Halloween 29 October

This will be a fund raiser for the RNLI . This event as become very successful as it is a good fun event so please give it your full support and help the Lifeboats. We are going to try some picnic afternoons to try and get the Ladies who don’t sail get some interest in the club. These will be impromtu events when weather permits. These used to be organized by the Commodores wife. So ladies can you please fix Paul up with a wife quickly or could we please have a volunteer. Please check the notice boards for information on the events or please contact me for information         John Dearnley 01484 309060. 

